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Amici respectfully move, pursuant to RAP 10.6, to file an Amicus
Curiae Brief regarding the issues described below.

L. IDENTITY AND INTEREST OF AMICI

The moving parties herein are the American Civil Liberties Union
of Washington (“ACLU”), the Juvenile Law Center, Columbia Legal
Services (“CLS”), and TeamChild.

The ACLU is a statewide, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization with
over 75,000 members and supporters dedicated to the preservation of civil
liberties. The ACLU has consistently advocated against the over-
criminalization of juvenile behavior. The ACLU favors laws that take
account of the characteristics of the juvenile justice system, including its
goal of rehabilitation for juvenile offenders. The ACLU has participated
as amicus curige in numerous cases in Washington involving juvenile
justice.

Founded in 1975, Juvenile Law Center is the oldest multi-issue
public interest law firm for children in the United States. Juvenile Law
Center advocates on behalf of youth in the child welfare and criminal and
juvenile justice systems to promote fairness, prevent harm, and ensure
access to appropriate services. Among other things, Juvenile Law Center
works to ensure that children’s rights to due process are protected at all
stages of juvenile court proceedings, from arrest through disposition, from
post-disposition through appeal, and that the juvenile and adult criminal
justice systems consider the unique developmental differences between

youth and adults in enforcing these rights. Juvenile Law Center has



worked extensively to promote public policies and practices that avoid
criminalizing normative adolescent behaviors, including sexual
experimentation that may include consensual sexual relationships and the
consensual exchange of suggestive photos over cell phones and social
media. This work includes amicus briefs in the United States Court of
Appeals for the Third Circuit; the Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Kentucky
Supreme Courts; and numerous appellate courts. Juvenile Law Center has
also participated as amicus in other Washington appellate cases.

CLS is a non-profit civil legal aid law firm that represents low
income Washingtonians on a variety of legal issues. Juvenile justice is an
important priority that CLS pursues on behalf of its clients. CLS has
sought and received leave to file amicus briefs on similar issues in the
past.

TeamChild is a nationally recognized, non-profit civil legal
advocacy program for low-income children at risk of involvement or
already involved with juvenile and adult courts in Washington. With
offices in King, Yakima, Pierce, and Spokane counties, TeamChild
lawyers advocate for low-income youth across the state to help them
access their basic civil rights to education, health care, safe and stable
housing, and other social services. TeamChild has participated as amicus
in many cases involving the legal rights and civil liberties of youth and

children in Washington State and nationally.



II. FAMILIARITY WITH ISSUES
Amici have obtained copies of, and are familiar with, the briefing
submitted by the parties to this Court, the Opinion of the Court of
Appeals, and the proceedings below. Amici are familiar with the scope of
the argument presented by the parties and will not unduly repeat

arguments raised by any of the parties.

III. ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED BY AMICI

l. Whether the Court should overturn an interpretation
of the “dealing in depictions of a minor” statute
that, if permitted to stand, would criminalize a
minor taking nude photographs of themselves,
thereby rendering the growing teenage practice of
“sexting” a felony sex crime?

2. Whether the lower courts’ interpretation of the
statute raises significant constitutional concerns
because it contravenes decades of jurisprudence
holding that child pornography laws are
constitutional only when they protect child victims,

while the constitutional concerns can be avoided by
applying a reasonable interpretation of the statute?

IV. WHY AMICUS BRIEFING WILL ASSIST THE COURT

This Court’s decision in this case will significantly impact an
important area of law in this state. This case asks the Court to interpret
Washington’s child pornography statute in a way that does not result in
absurd results that are contrary to the purposes of the statute and
constitutional law. Amici provide additional authority and analysis in
support of Petitioner’s arguments which will assist the Court in addressing
this issue. Therefore, the requirements of RAP 10.6 are met and this

Motion should be granted.



V. CONCLUSION
For the foregoing reasons, Amici respectfully request that the Court
grant them leave to file the attached 4Amicus Brief.
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